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Welcome to Almondsbury C of E Primary School
Almondsbury C of E VC Primary School has been located in the village of Almondsbury for over
175 years and on its current site for over 120 years. The school has an excellent reputation for
providing a rich and diverse curriculum, a safe and secure learning environment and extremely
high standards of personal development and achievement.
The school prides itself on its links with
the church and has developed and
nurtured a deep seated tradition of
Christian values, with these still being an
integral part of our long term vision and
aims. We have strong links with the local
church community and with the Diocese
of Bristol (the school is also linked to
schools within the UK and France). The
children are eager and willing to become
involved in charity fund raising to aid the
children from these different parts of the
country and world.
Throughout the time that your child is
with us at Almondsbury they will have
a vast array of experiences that aid
their knowledge, understanding and
application, not only from the main
curriculum but also through enrichment
activities and experiences. A great deal
of thought and effort goes into providing
this type of enriched curriculum with the

staff at the heart of this. We are always
working towards tailoring activities and
experiences to the needs of the children.
We have an inclusive philosophy; every
child has equal access to the curriculum
and extensions that are on offer. The
Governors fulfil their role in providing
support and advice in a challenging yet
developmental manner.

I hope that this prospectus is useful in
providing you with valuable information
and insight in to the day to day working
of Almondsbury C of E Primary School.
Please don’t hesitate to contact the office
to arrange an appointment to see the
school in action.

We are fortunate to have very supportive
parents who work in partnership with the
staff in helping their children improve and
develop at every stage of their school
career at Almondsbury. Parental helpers
are an invaluable source of assistance
in and out of the classroom settings. The
Parents Association give their time, efforts
and fund raising money freely to the
school, which is greatly appreciated.

Vision and Aims of
Almondsbury C of E
VC Primary School

• be aware of the importance of 		
a safe environment, foster and maintain
a healthy lifestyle through emotional
self awareness and physical well being
enabling them to deal with challenging
situations

Vision

• develop integrity, value and respect
others, as part of the local community
and within our diverse society

Almondsbury C of E Primary School will
promote high self-esteem amongst all
its members, encouraging a positive and
inspiring attitude academically, spiritually
and socially. We will develop the whole
child whilst valuing and celebrating the
children’s learning and achievements
through enjoyment, creativity, innovation,
independence and well being in an
inclusive environment.

• gain optimum learning experiences
equipping children with the skills and
knowledge needed for their future with
a sense of self responsibility

Aims

Our aim is that by the time you leave
Almondsbury Primary School you will:

Almondsbury C of E Primary School will
help all members of the school family and
community to
• develop an understanding of the
Christian values of respect, hope and
love
• be happy, confident, collaborative
and successful learners, developing a
pride in personal achievement, whilst
encouraging a passion for learning
• understand and express their own
thoughts and feelings and to be
sensitive to others

PD Smith
Head teacher

We also have a child friendly version of
our Vision and Aims statement. This is
displayed in each classroom and around
the school. All members of the school
community are working together to
succeed in these aims.

Achieve your best and the highest
standards in all you do
Listen to what others have to say and
respond in the right way
Make creative and confident contributions
to your own learning
Own a positive healthy lifestyle
Never give up and believe in yourself!
Demonstrate independence in thought
and action
Show a love of learning

Be safe and happy
Understand the ever-changing world and
know your place within it
Respect yourself and others showing love
Yearn to be better and better each and
every day.
This can happen because the school
will:
Achieve the best possible results through
good teaching
Listen to your needs and act upon them
Make sure you have many positive and
creative opportunities
Only provide healthy food and give lots of
opportunities for exercise
Never give up on you, as we believe in
you!
Demonstrate we trust you to be
independent and thoughtful
Share your love for learning giving you lots
of new experiences
Be sure to make our school a safe and
secure environment
Understand how we can communicate
with you and your parents
Recognise and respect each of you as
individuals caring for one and all
Yearn to get better in helping you each
and every day.
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This is a good
school that equips
pupils well to face
the challenges of
future life.’
Ofsted Report

ALMONDSBURY SCHOOL
SITE
Almondsbury Primary School is situated
in a most pleasant setting and has an
impressive school site.
The oldest part of the building first opened
in 1894 and is now a listed building.
This is where the School Hall, children’s
kitchen are housed. The hall is used daily
for Collective Worship, school meals, PE
and after school activities. It also boasts
a stage and lighting used for the many
productions the school performs.
The School was extended in the 1960s to
include more classrooms. This is where the
Key Stage 1 department is located. In the
early 1990s the Key Stage 2 part of the
school was added. This provides modern
purpose built classrooms, group rooms,
a library and activities areas. There is
acoustic panelling in this area to improve
the sound quality.
This was added to during 2010 to extend
the school’s accommodation further to
enable an increased intake. Our offices
have been remodelled to make them fit for
purpose.
There are two playgrounds, one for each
key stage. The Key Stage 2 playground is
adjacent to the large and well-used school
field. There is a small stage area for the
children’s impromptu performances.
There are magnificent views from this area
of the school across the countryside to

the River Severn, Severn Bridges and the
hills of Wales.
The Parents Association has purchased a
wooden octagonal gazebo which enables
the children to take lessons outside and
also provides shade and shelter from the
weather elements. There is an adventure
trail and willow structure. We also have a
Forest Schools area for outdoor learning.
There is a dedicated ‘Studio’. This room
is used regularly by all children, either for
curriculum music or peripatetic teaching
lessons, drama and other activities.
The site offers a safe and secure
environment in which the children
can enjoy their education and life at
Almondsbury CE Primary School.

EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES
Each of the classrooms is equipped with
an Interactive Whiteboard linked to the
internet. There are computers in each
classroom for the children’s use along with
two banks of laptops that are taken to the
classrooms for use.
The school is well resourced for each of
the subject areas taught. There is a Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 library area
space, well stocked with both non-fiction
and fiction books.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We like the children to wear the
recommended Almondsbury CE Primary
School uniform. The children look
extremely smart in this and we would like
to keep this tradition.
Whenever we take children anywhere
there are always favourable comments
on their general good manners and smart
appearance. Your co-operation in this
matter will help enormously.
GIRLS
Winter Months
Grey tunic or skirt, white blouse, school tie
and a grey cardigan and black low heeled
shoes. Girls are allowed to wear trousers
in the months between October and April.
These must be grey tailored trousers from
the recommended suppliers.
Summer Months
Red and white gingham dresses. Year
6 girls may wear a white short sleeved
blouse, a grey skirt and low heeled shoes.
BOYS
White shirt, grey jumper, grey trousers,
school tie and black shoes (no trainers).
PE KIT
Plain white T-shirt, red shorts and
plimsolls/ trainers. Red tracksuit for winter
games.
School ties, drawstring PE bags and book
bags can be purchased from the School
Office.

School jumpers, cardigans, red track suits,
red football shorts and socks can be
ordered from uniform suppliers ‘School
Trends’ via the Parents Association. Order
forms are located in the foyer.
IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT EVERY
ITEM OF CLOTHING AND THE PE BAG IS
CLEARLY MARKED WITH YOUR CHILD’S
NAME.
We ask the children to have a change of
footwear for when they play on the school
field. This is usually a pair of trainers that
they change into at the start of playtimes.
The children are also asked to bring in a
pair of Wellington boots. This enables the
children to explore and use the outside
environment all year round.
Jewellery
Jewellery is not to be worn in school
at any time. The accidental pulling and
catching of earrings, rings and necklaces
can cause severe damage to the children
and others.
Children are allowed to wear studded
earrings only. These will need to be
removed for PE sessions. When your child
has had their ears pierced we will allow
a period of 6 weeks when tape can be
used to cover them for PE. This is in line
with the South Gloucestershire Health and
Safety guidance for PE and Jewellery.

‘Pupils are nurtured
encouraged and
stretched in equal
measure.’
Ofsted Report
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‘There is a strong
commitment to
the development
of the school’s
Christian character
by the Headteacher,
governors and staff.’
Quotes from SIAS

OUR SCHOOL DAY

ADMISSIONS

ATTENDANCE

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

The start of the school day is very
important. We expect all the children to be
ready to come into school at 8.55am.

Every child whose fifth birthday falls in
the school academic year of admission
is allowed under South Gloucestershire
Council’s present policy to be considered
for a School place at the beginning of that
year, provided that the total number of
applicants does not exceed the School’s
Standard Admission Number of 45.
Children with special educational need are
given equal priority. Parents have the right
to defer admission until January if they
feel their child would benefit accessing a
pre-school setting for a term further.

The School has a very good record
for pupil attendance and with the
expectations of the School’s curriculum
and assessment it is obviously in your
child’s interest that they attend regularly
and be punctual.

Collective Worship or assemblies with an
emphasis to the Christian faith are held
every day. We follow the ‘Values for life’
programme written by the diocese. They
are led either by the Headteacher, staff,
children, the Vicar of Almondsbury or by
invited guests.

An application form should be completed
online from the Local Authority website
before mid January prior to joining school
in September. A place will normally be
offered during the following Spring Term,
unless the Standard Admission Number is
oversubscribed.

Requests for term time absence are asked
for in writing to the Headteacher, if you
have to take your child out of school for
any reason during term time. A maximum
of ten days in a school year is permitted.
However, only one request for term time
absence will be authorised during any
given school year. Parents should avoid
taking children out of School for holidays.
No requests for term time absences are
authorised in term 5 due to national
testing.

We have Collective Worship each day of
the week. This involves the whole school or
key stages.
The end of the day is 3.30pm. Parents
collect their children from the Key Stage 1
playground or from the front of the school.

CLASS ORGANISATION
The classes within the school are
structured in year groups. Our standard
admission number from September 2010
is 45. This means that we have mixed
aged classes within the school. These are
organised on age.
The maximum class number in Key Stage
1 is 30. We have five classes in Key Stage
1. In Key Stage 2 we have five classes.
All classes are mixed ability and there is
currently no streaming of children.

Sessions

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2

Registration and Session 1

8.55 – 10.30

8.55 – 10.30

Playtime

10.30 – 10.50

10.30 – 10.50

Session 2

10.50 – 12.15

10.50 – 12.15

Lunchtime

12.15 – 13.20

12.15 – 13.20

Registration and Session 3

13.20 – 14.40

13.20 – 14.30

Playtime

14.40 – 15.00

Session 4

15.00 – 15.30

14.30 – 15.30

All children starting in the Reception Year
in the Autumn Term will be admitted in a
phased admission pattern. The pattern of
half day attendance will extend for the first
part of the Autumn term.
You will always be welcome to visit the
School before your child joins us. We feel
it is important that you and your child get
to know the School community and the
teacher before starting school. During the
Summer Term arrangements are made
for parents and pre-school children to
visit the School on various occasions.
An information booklet ‘Starting School’
is provided for all children along with
a booklet for parents and children to
complete before they start school.

It is most important to inform the
school about the reason of absence of
your child on the first day of absence
by 9.30 am. All absences and reasons
must be notified to the school by letter,
otherwise absences will be deemed to
be unauthorised.

For further details please refer to our
Attending School Leaflet.

We also have a strong tradition of singing
within the school and use one of these
occasions to practice hymns and modern
day songs.
As a Church of England School we enjoy
strong links with St Mary’s Church. We visit
the Church for various services throughout
the Christian calendar and for termly
assemblies. We hold a Candlelit Carol
Service at Christmas in St. Mary’s. We also
hold a Harvest Festival Service and an
Easter Service each year.
Parents wishing to withdraw their child
from Collective Worship should contact
the Headteacher. Collective worship at
Almondsbury CE Primary School has
been judged as ‘Outstanding’ in our latest
diocese inspection (May 09).

‘Rich variety
of experiences
contribute to the
pupils’ excellent
awareness of how
to lead healthy
lifestyles and the
high standards they
achieve in music, PE
and ICT.’
Ofsted Report
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‘Pupils’ outstanding
enjoyment of school
and their positive
attitudes towards
learning are reflected
in their above averge
attendance levels.’

THE CURRICULUM AT
ALMONDSBURY
The broad aims of Almondsbury School
are to provide the best possible education
for the children in our care and to provide
a firm foundation for the next stage of
education. We aim ultimately to help
each child prepare for a productive, well
adjusted and happy working and social
life.
The curriculum is designed to be broad
and balanced providing opportunities for
creativity. There are five main themes of
learning that the children undertake with
topics linked to these:
•

Who we are and keeping healthy

•

The World Around Us

•

How the World Works

•

Looking at the Past

Within the topics all subjects are
covered. Each includes the full range of
‘core’ subjects, English, Mathematics
and Science and ‘foundation’ subjects
Technology, History, Geography, Art, Music
and PE, as well as Religious Education.
There is a clear organisational framework
within which the curriculum is taught
fulfilling the Programmes of Study from
the National Curriculum. It is designed
to develop maximum creativity within the
teaching and learning that takes place.
Our curriculum will help children develop
lively and inquiring minds, to equip them
with important skills and knowledge and
to encourage them to be independent
problem solvers. It is designed to be
interesting and to motivate children’s
learning by drawing on their interests and
experiences.

The ENGLISH curriculum is designed to
help children to develop skills in speaking,
listening, reading and writing. It enables
them to express themselves creatively
and imaginatively and to communicate
effectively with others. Children learn
to become enthusiastic and critical
readers of stories, poetry and drama
as well as non-fiction and media texts.
Children will also gain an understanding
of how language works by looking at its
patterns, structures and origins. Using this
knowledge, children can then choose and
adapt what they say and write in different
situations.
We use the Oxford Reading Tree scheme
as our main scheme with supplementary
materials from various other sources. The
children are encouraged to read everyday
at home and or in school. We use guided
reading groups to enable teachers to
hear children read at least once a week.
Parents and volunteers from the Mother’s
Union come into school to help hear
readers.
Speaking and listening skills are given a
high profile within school. By using talk
partners and other activities the children
become more articulate and are able
to express themselves an ideas well to
others.
In writing we encourage the use of
emergent writing in the Foundation Stage
and then formalised writing techniques
from then on. The writing is based on the
National Curriculum Literacy requirements.
The children use a variety of stimulus to
aid their creative writing and have specific
purpose for non-fiction writing.

The MATHEMATICS curriculum
gives children a greater understanding
of the world around them, teaching
them to communicate using numbers,
symbols and mathematical language.
It should encourage children to ask
questions, explore ideas and delight
in discovering patterns and tackling
problems in every day life. Clear links
are be made with ICT and across the
curriculum and experiences are accessible
to all and aim to develop the child’s full
potential. Children develop an ability to
communicate, to explore and to relate

SCIENCE to everyday life. These are
the essential elements of a developing
experience of science. The children use
a variety of investigative skills to develop
their understanding of the world and how
it works.
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY enables
children to become more aware of the
world around them. They are encouraged
to investigate objects and use this
knowledge to design and make their own
products. Evaluation of their own and
made products allows them to reflect on
the progress of their own work and identify
ways they can make improvements.
GEOGRAPHY is the study of places,
the human and physical processes which
shape them and the people who live
in them. We aim to enable children to
make sense of their surroundings and the
wider world through an interest in and
understanding of a variety of places within
their local and wider community.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

forms an increasingly central part of
the curriculum in a technological age.
Information Technology is concerned
with the handling and processing of
information using electronic devices.
We aim to give children opportunities
to become familiar with a range of
information technologies and to develop
the skills to use them.

The teaching of HISTORY at
Almondsbury stimulates the children’s
interest and understanding about the
life of people who lived in the past. Thus
they learn to value their own life choices
and other people’s cultures in modern
multicultural Britain. By considering how
people lived in the past, they are better
able to make their own life choices today.

ART is an integral part of our lives. We

aim to develop the children’s thinking so
that they are able to critically appreciate
and creatively participate in their
environment through tactile, spatial and
visual experience.

MUSIC is all around us, pervading

many aspects of our lives. Much of it
is unperceived. Our challenge lies in
developing children’s awareness of the
aesthetic qualities of music that can make
it a valued and significant part of

all our lives. Engaging children in making
and responding to music develops
their understanding and appreciation
of different kinds of music. We provide
all our children with the opportunity to
experience and enjoy music in all its
forms through the practical experience
of experimentation, composition and
performance. Music helps children ‘belong’
and feel part of a community. It allows
children to share emotions and provides a
vital means of non-verbal, non-academic
self-expression and identity.
From Year 4 onwards there is an
opportunity for any child to have
peripatetic music lessons. There is a
termly charge for these lessons, which are
taught by specialist teachers not all from
South Gloucestershire.
The school has a strong tradition of
music and is proud of the children’s
achievements in this area.
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We aim to ensure that
every effort is made
to take account of
the wide range of
abilities, aptitudes
and interests that
children bring to
school.

The PHYSICAL EDUCATION
curriculum aims to develop control,
coordination and mastery of the body. It is
primarily concerned with a way of learning
through action, sensation and observation.
We aim through RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION to enable children to
appreciate and respect the life stances
of others and encourage children in their
quest for meaning and purpose. They will
be encouraged to mature in respect of
their own beliefs, attitudes and values and
be empowered to reach responsible life
decisions, with particular emphasis to the
Christian Faith.
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH
EDUCATION AND CITIZENSHIP

is about developing children’s self
awareness, positive self-esteem and
confidence. Through this children can
make the most of their abilities, remain
safe and healthy, make good relationships
respecting differences and develop
independence and responsibility in order
to play an active role as a member of a
democratic society. We also teach using
SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of
Learning) materials.

MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES Learning another

language at Almondsbury Primary School
raises pupil’s awareness of our multilingual and multi-cultural world, whilst
giving them an insight into their own
culture and those of others. Children
develop communication and literacy skills
that lay the foundation for future language
learning. At Almondsbury we teach French
from Reception up to Year 6.

ASSESSMENT is an integral part of

development in a child’s education. On
admission children are assessed against
the Early Learning Goals and continue to
be assessed throughout the Foundation
Stage (Reception). These goals include
literacy, mathematics, knowledge and
understanding of the world, physical
and creative development and personal,
social and emotional education. These
assessments help the teacher plan
activities to develop learning.

INCLUSION
We aim to ensure that every effort is
made to take account of the wide range
of abilities, aptitudes and interests that
children bring to school. The majority of
children will learn and progress within
the daily school cycle and those who
fail to do so may be deemed as having
special educational needs. Those needs
will be catered for within the SPECIAL

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS provision.

Termly writing and Numeracy assessments
are carried out from Year 1 to Year 6.
These are used to provide the children
with targets to improve their learning and
progress. Assessments are also made in
all other subjects throughout the year. The
school uses APP (Assessing Pupil Progress
as our main form of assessment focus
alongside children’s own self and peer
assessments. Targets are shared with the
children and next steps made explicit to
enable good progress to be achieved.

The Special Educational Needs Leader
works with the children, parents and staff
to ensure the appropriate provision is put
into practice for the child’s developmental
needs. Individual Education Plans are
written for the children at School Action
Plus to make sure they are given the
appropriate differentiated learning
strategies for the learning to progress and
success to be made. There are monitoring
systems, to assess the success of these
plans and enable new steps to be written.

In Years 2 and 6 National tasks and/or
tests are taken. The resulting levels are
assessed against the nationally agreed
criteria. These are reported to parents
during the summer term.

There is a clear policy and guidelines
for Special Educational Needs which is
followed.
We successfully work with many different
outside agencies including Educational
Psychology, Teachers of the Deaf, Health
Service and Inclusion Support.

GIFTED AND TALENTED children

are identified by the class teachers as
those that are working well above their age
related curriculum through differentiated
tasks and activities. These could be in
academic, artistic or physical related
areas of their learning.

We value and encourage all the children
within our school to strive to do their best
to their own ability, without exception.
Therefore opportunities are given to all
children to enrich the curriculum.
The school has a positive policy towards
including children with disabilities. There
is access to all parts of the building
via ramps or level entrances. There are
disabled facilities and equal access to all
aspects of the curriculum is ensured.

RELATIONSHIPS, SEX, HEALTH
AND DRUGS EDUCATION
At Almondsbury we have a continuous
programme of health, relationship and
sex education from Reception through
to Year 6. This starts simply by being
able to name the parts of the body and
find out what a healthy lifestyle means
in today’s society. Through the PSHE
and Science curriculum the children
will learn about the effects and dangers
of medicines, alcohol, smoking and
drugs; the understanding of hygiene and
the importance of a balanced diet for
sustained growth. The curriculum also
investigates making positive relationships
and building personal safety.
In Years 5 and 6 the children embark upon
a life skills development, which specifically
looks at developing relationships, feelings
and dealing with changes that occur
during puberty.

There is a chance for the children to ask
questions and relate their own experiences
to the programme being followed. The
children watch a DVD and have talks by
the school nurse regarding these aspects
of change and sex education. Parents of
these children are invited into school to
hear first hand the programme and ask
questions themselves.
If you do not wish your child to
participate in this aspect of the sex
education programme please contact the
Headteacher and discuss the situation.
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‘Pupils thoroughly
enjoy all aspects of
school life, are very
well motivated and
participate in lessons
with enthusiasm.’

HOMEWORK
Homework is normally set on a regular
basis for children in Key Stage 2. All
children are encouraged to take home
reading books and to follow up interests
that have been developed in school.
Children will be asked to research into
a project, to practice their handwriting
and learn multiplication tables and
spellings. The older children will receive
mathematics and language work to
complete at home.
We use the agreed recommendations of
amount of time any homework should
take from the Department for Education.
This is a progressive scale of time up to
on average 1 ½ to 2 hours per week for
Year 6 children (including reading and
spellings).
The aims of homework are to promote
positive attitudes to learning, reinforce,
develop and extend the child’s learning
and to increase self discipline and
organisation. It also prepares children in
Year 6 for secondary transfer.
Any child who is in need of extra work may
be given homework after agreement and
in consultation with parents.
It is most important for all children
learning a musical instrument to practice
on a daily basis.
Your support and encouragement with
homework is appreciated.

EXTRA CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES
At Almondsbury we are proud of our
musical, artistic and sporting traditions
and achievements. The school offers
these enriching activities both within
and outside of curriculum time. There
are a wide range of sporting and cultural
activities on offer for the children that
attend Almondsbury. These include
instrumental tuition, School Band, Choir,
Drama, ICT, Chess, Football, Tag Rugby,
Kwik Cricket, Judo, Netball, Basketball,
Gardening and Art. We aim to provide
opportunities for all age ranges within the
school and encourage parental help with
these activities.

OFSTED
The school had its last Ofsted inspection
during April 2009. The inspectors enjoyed
their time in our school producing a
very favourable report on the work of
the school. The vast majority of areas
inspected were deemed to be ‘good’,
with areas that were ‘outstanding’. These
included the Personal Development
and Well being of the children as well
as pastoral care, healthy lifestyles and
enjoyment of school. The school was
extremely pleased with this report and is
constantly striving to improve.
www.ofsted.gov.uk

HEALTHY SCHOOLS
Almondsbury is part of the Enhanced
Healthy Schools Award scheme. The
children and staff are very aware of the
need to have an active healthy lifestyle, a
balanced diet, discuss and develop areas
of the playground that provide shade
and shelter. This area was deemed to be
‘outstanding’ in the Ofsted inspection
(April 2009). The children in Key Stage 1
are offered free fruit daily and those in Key
Stage 2 can buy fruit at break time, which
is sold by the children themselves. The
school meals, which are cooked on site,
are healthy and nutritious. There is also a
salad bar and jacket potatoe option. The
children are encouraged to drink water
throughout the day. This helps them to
concentrate and make greater progress.
With the help of the Parents Association
and parental help the school has a
gazebo to provide shelter and shade on
the field at the rear of the site. There is
also a pergola, raised stage for playtime
performances and willow structures.

PUPIL COUNCIL
The members of the Pupil Council are
an integral part of the decision making
procedure for major new initiatives within
the school. The members’ opinions are
sought and acted upon to improve the
school from the children’s perspective.
The Council meet on a fortnightly basis
and all classes are represented and are
encouraged to discuss issues with all
their peers. Initiatives that have resulted
from the pupil council are better shade

and shelter provision, healthier playtime
snacks, change in school uniform,
introduction of more after school clubs
and fund raising events. The children
are proud of their Council and use it
effectively.

PARENTS’ COUNCIL
There is also an opportunity for parents
to become more involved in school life by
joining the Parents’ Council. This meets
termly to discuss issues and view new
initiatives proposed by the school.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS
We encourage educational visits to extend
and enhance the learning that the children
receive in the classroom. The visits are
mainly related to the curriculum topic
being investigated. We rely on parental
support and cooperation for these visits to
be successful.
Risk assessments for visits on Health and
Safety grounds are always carried out
before a visit is booked.
You will be invited to make a voluntary
contribution to cover the cost of these
activities for your child. No child will be
excluded from an activity due to their
parents being unable to make a financial
contribution. However, visits may be
cancelled if financial contributions are
insufficient.
The school does reserve the right to leave
any child at school, if their behaviour is
deemed to be unacceptable.

In Year 6 the children have the chance
to go on a residential visit for a whole
school week. This is planned carefully to
provide the children with activities they
would not be able to undertake within
school. It gives the children a chance to
be independent from their parents and
gain valuable life skills experiences. This
visit occurs towards the beginning of the
school year and is dependent on full
contributions of the costs from parents.

BEHAVIOUR AND BULLYING
Good behaviour and discipline are a
vital part of school life as it sets the
atmosphere and ethos of the school,
ensuring a positive learning and teaching
environment. We aim to promote good
behaviour through the development of
the values of mutual respect, trust, self
discipline and social responsibility.
We are fortunate that at Almondsbury
the children have as high expectations
of appropriate and acceptable behaviour
as the adult members of the school
community. The Behaviour policy is
shared with the children as well as their
parents. There is a clear expectation of
what are acceptable and unacceptable
behaviours. Rewards are an integral part
of the behaviour system. These include
stickers, certificates, Golden Pots, Letters
of Commendation and Star Awards.
Sanctions for unacceptable behaviour are
clearly defined and shared with children
and parents.
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‘Outstanding pastoral
care helps all pupils
to feel safe and
confident that any
concerns they have
will be dealt with
promptly.’

Bullying is not tolerated by any member of
the school community. We define bullying
as being:
‘persistent and harmful behaviour that
inflicts harm on others, including physical
and emotional.’
Bullying is manipulative behaviour that
affects another child’s emotions or
physical state. This is not acceptable
at Almondsbury. We have a clear policy
on dealing with bullying. We investigate
the incident, once reported; discuss the
findings with the parents of both the bully
and the bullied, applying the appropriate
sanctions.

CHILD PROTECTION
AND SAFEGUARDING
PROCEDURES
At Almondsbury our primary concern
is always the well being of every child.
We aim to support the development of
all children through the provision of a
safe and secure environment to nurture
learning. We apply the latest guidelines for
the safe selection and recruitment of staff.
All staff and regular parental volunteers
have been CRB checked. (This means
they have been checked against police
records)
All staff have been trained in Child
Protection procedures and adhere to
our policy. This is reviewed and updated
annually.

We listen to the children’s concerns and
encourage them to seek help in solving
any problems they are encountering. This
is done in confidence. We also make use
of Childline and the number is readily
available for the children. Any concerns
for a child’s welfare are taken seriously;
this means we apply the Local Authority
procedures to report any matter raised.

WELFARE AND PASTORAL
CARE
The welfare and progress of each child is
principally the responsibility of the class
teacher but all members of staff, both
teaching and support teaching have a
collective responsibility. The Headteacher
is always consulted when difficulties arise.
Parents are always contacted when
problems of a more serious nature arise
and like-wise, parents are invited to
contact the School if the child shows signs
of being unhappy. The School has a very
positive and caring policy to help children
regarding bullying. Please do not hesitate
to speak to a member of staff if you have
a concern.
The Education Welfare Officer, visits the
School regularly and should any parent
wish to discuss the provision of free
meals or other social concerns, she will
always be pleased to meet them. The EWO
department can be contacted on
01454 863377.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Health
At Almondsbury we consider your child’s
health and well being to be of the utmost
importance, in order that their maximum
learning potential is reached. The school
advises parents that if children are unwell
with vomiting and/or diarrhoea they must
be kept at home and not return to school
within 48 hours to minimise transmitting
infection to others. This is the policy
guidance from South Gloucestershire.
Should children become ill during the day
they will be cared for until a parent can be
contacted. They should then be collected
from the office and signed out of school.
At certain times in the child’s school
life the school nurse, Angela Gardner
or school dentist, will carry out routine
medical examinations. Parents will be
informed prior to these and given the
opportunity to attend.
Accidents
Although the school takes great steps
to provide a safe environment for the
children, they do sometimes have
accidents. If a child suffers an injury
as the result of an accident one of the
trained first aid staff will look after him or
her in a sympathetic and caring manner.
The staff will ensure that parents are
informed either by telephone if necessary
or via a ‘first aid treated blood letter’ given
to the children. Bumps or knocks to the
head are taken seriously. There are also
letters for the children to take home with

a diagram of where on the head the injury
took place. All accidents are recorded in
the Accident Book for reference. All staff
are First Aid trained.
Medicines
Almondsbury has a policy to try and
accommodate written requests to
administer long-term medication in order
that the children receive the maximum
education. A Health Care Plan will be
drawn up with parents, school’s first aider
and any medical professional involved.
These discussions take place in order for
us to give the best care we can. Parents
are given the chance to come in to school
to administer short-term medication if
the child is fit enough to attend school,
resulting in reducing the time off school. In
extreme cases we are willing to administer
medicines if parents are unable to come
to school themselves.
The school manages and supports
children who have asthma and require
the need for inhalers in school. The full
policy is available for parents to read
and discuss. Parents are required to
complete a School Indemnity Form for the
administering of medicines and inhalers,
as directed by the Local Authority.

HOME SCHOOL LIAISON
As we aim to be a caring community we
value the relationship we have with the
children, parents and the local community.
You are always welcome in School. Parents
can be of great assistance during School
hours in the classrooms, helping with food
and craft work activities, in the school

library, in helping with swimming, games
and also transporting children to sport
activities.
If you have time or a hidden talent you will
be welcomed into the School where your
interests can be shared with children.
We hold meetings, talks and send
important information out to parents over
the year. These include:
September:
•

Home School Agreement, which states
the expectations of the school, and
what is expected of the parents and
children.

•

An informal discussion for the parents
to meet their child’s teacher for the
new academic year.

•

Parents’ Association Annual Meeting

November:
•

A Parents’ Evening is held providing an
opportunity for a discussion between
parents and the class teacher on the
work and progress of their child.

March:
• A second Parents’ Evening to discuss
further progress of the child.
July/September:
• Tours for new and perspective parents.
These are followed by formalised
meetings to inform them of the school
practices and expectations.
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‘Almondsbury is an
outstanding school.
The warm, friendly
atmosphere created
in this school ensures
that all members of
its community enjoy
being part of the
team.’

July:

curriculum and is also linked to a class.

•A Celebration Evening is held when the
children will invite you to come to see their
work and school.

Governors are involved in agreeing and
monitoring the school development plan
and the strategic issues relating to the
school.

• Parents will receive a written school
report on their child’s progress.
• Parents are always kept informed of
school activities by a regular newsletter
which will be emailed to parents and
posted on the school’s website.
• Every term the children take home
information about their class topic
work.
Communication is a two way process.
We will always endeavour to keep you
up to date about your child’s progress. If
you have any matter you wish to discuss
about the welfare or progress of your child
you are asked to come into school and
meet the class teacher. A telephone call
to confirm a convenient time would be
appreciated for a more formal visit.

GOVERNORS
The governors play an active part in the
management of the school. They are
committed to supporting the Headteacher
and staff in providing the best possible
education for the children at Almondsbury.
The governing body comprises of
representatives from the church, the
local authority, parents, staff and the
local community. Each governor has
specific responsibilities in relation to the

A meeting is held annually for the
governors and parents to meet to discuss
current issues. Communication from
parents is welcome throughout the year
and contact details can be found at the
back of this book.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
The School has a thriving and active
Parents Association. Although there is an
elected committee who do much of the
planning, your support and help would be
most welcome.
The Association organises many events
and in the past have included a Children’s
Disco, a Fashion Show, a Table Top
Sale, an Adult Disco, a Quiz Evening,
monthly Class Cake Sales and the
popular Christmas and Summer Fayres.
The organisers welcome help from all,
especially at the Summer Fayre, which
has kept its character as an afternoon of
enjoyment and an opportunity to meet
others who live in the community.

The Association has given the School very
substantial financial help as well as aid
in varied supportive roles in and out of
school hours.
The School has been provided with a
wide variety of equipment and resources
that have been valuable in the continuing
education of the children. Committee
members help with the organisation of the
Christmas Parties and Sports Day.
These are just some examples of the
immense parental support, which this
School receives - an essential and much
valued ingredient of the success of
Almondsbury School.

COMMUNITY LINKS
The school has various links with the
local community. We actively use the
local church of St. Mary’s holding various
services there. We have close working
relationships with the other local schools
and work together to provide opportunities
to enrich the children’s curriculum.
The Year 6 children work well with their
prospective secondary schools in joint
projects.
The school has good links with all the
local pre-school groups. The Reception
staff visits these each year to meet our
prospective intake.
The Little Almonds Pre-school meets every
weekday morning in the Old School Hall
in the village, for pre-school children. Tel:
01454 411826. They also run a Rising 5’s
group on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings in the Old School Hall.

There is an After School Club that meets in
the Old School Hall for children during the
week. The club is organised by a Parent
Management group and further details
and places can be obtained by phoning
Donna on 07884 133658. This group
also runs the school breakfast club, which
meets in the School from 8am.
We have links with the Bristol Diocese
and with Kitgum in Northern Uganda. The
children of Almondsbury CE Primary have
raised a considerable amount of money
over the last few years for the people and
in particular the children of Kitgum. The
children also regularly raise money for a
variety of charities both local and national.
We are proud of these charity links. The
school also has forged links to a school
with great diversity in Gloucester and also
Bristol Cathedral School

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND
ACCESSIBILITY
The School is committed to ensuring that
all children, staff, governors and parents
have equal opportunities and rights to the
best education the school has to offer.
We have taken into account all the recent
legislation on disability and opportunities.
The school complies with the Equalities
Act 2010 and has a dedicated Equalities
Plan in place. This is reviewed annually
and adapted every 3 years.
The Governors have ensured that the
rights of access to the curriculum,
buildings and school functions and
activities are available to all members of
the school community. The school works

in partnership with the Local Authority,
outside agencies and other companies
to guarantee that equality of access is
gained.

SAFETY AND SECURITY
The school is committed to developing
systems, which will ensure that the
children’s education is undertaken in
a safe and secure environment. These
include a door security system at the front
entrance; doors that can only be opened
from the inside; better gates for the infant
playground; securefencing around the site;
regular fire drills and health and safety
inspections led jointly by the governors
and school staff.
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If you would like
to visit the school
please telephone
us on
01454 612517
and we will be
happy to arrange
a time.

CAR PARKING

DATA PROTECTION

The school car park is for staff use only.
The lay-by is available for parents to park
reasonably close to the School. Short term
parking is available at local the Garden
Centre. You are particularly asked not
to bring cars into the school car park or
to park in the gateway at the beginning
and end of the School day. Parents’
co-operation in these matters will add to
the safety of the children and other road
users.

This school follows the Data Protection Act
1998 when dealing with information held
about our children.

We do encourage as many parents and
children to walk to school. A crossing point
has been installed by St. Mary’s Church
on Sundays Hill and Church Road.

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES
If you have any concerns regarding your
child’s education please contact your
child’s class teacher initially. Problems
will be referred to the Headteacher when
standard procedures have not been
effective in resolving the issue.
If the above procedures prove
unsuccessful a formal complaint may be
made to the Chair of Governors.
If the outcome of this complaint is still
unsatisfactory to the complainant the next
course of action is to contact the Local
Authority of South Gloucestershire.

The school holds information about
children in order to support their teaching
and learning, to monitor and report their
progress, to provide appropriate pastoral
care, and to assess how well the school as
a whole is doing. This information includes
contact details, National Curriculum
assessment results, attendance
information, and characteristics such as
ethnic group, special educational needs
and any relevant medical information.
Copies of this policy can be obtained from
the school.
The Freedom of Information Act requires
publicly funded bodies, including schools,
to be clear about the information they
publish.

EMERGENCY CLOSURE
From time to time, especially in winter,
it may be necessary to close the school.
Wherever possible parents will be
informed the day before the school is
to close. If the school has to close at
short notice Heart FM, Star FM and BBC
Radio Bristol will make announcements
at regular intervals in their news bulletins.
Text messages will be sent to parents and
a post on our own website:
www.almondsburyprimary.co.uk and on
the South Gloucestershire website:
www.southglos.gov.uk.

LOCATION
Our school can be found in Lower
Almondsbury. From Junction 16 of the M5
follow signs on the A38 for Almondsbury.
At the brow of the first hill take a left turn
into Over Lane. At the bottom of this hill
take a right into Sundays Hill. Follow the
road round and at the bottom of the hill
on the left is Almondsbury CE VC Primary
School.
If you would like to visit the school please
telephone us on 01454 612517 or email
us at almondsburyprimary.school@
southglos.gov.uk and we will be happy to
arrange a time.

