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Head teacher:  Mr Paul Smith                                                                                                        

Sundays Hill, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4DS
Tel:  (01454) 612517 
email: office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk
20 May 2020

The Severnside cluster of schools (Almondsbury CE Primary School, Olveston CE Primary School, St Helen’s CE Primary School, St Peter’s CE and Methodist Primary School and Severn Beach Primary School) have agreed a well-planned and coordinated approach to the partial re-opening of all of our schools. We will all follow the same principles, guidelines and protocols. This includes any decisions regarding the admittance of year groups back into school on a staggered return. We are also mindful of adhering not only to the DFE guidance but also to the decisions and advice provided by South Gloucestershire Local Authority. We are of one voice and will act together to enable all of our schools to remain places of calm and safety for the children. We appreciate your current and continued support for the actions we have and are taking at this time. Thank you. 

Dear Parents and Carers of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6
Thank you for your responses to my letter last week regarding the potential partial re-opening of our school to specific year groups. I am thankful for the many comments of praise for the staff and the provision so far of home learning and activities to maintain some kind of continued learning for children whilst they have been at home with you. I would also like to say thank you for the support that you have shown towards my candid and honest letter. I am still not able to guarantee that all children and teachers will not be at risk but we will do our utmost to mitigate these risks within school. 
You will have read the letter from South Gloucestershire Local Authority that was sent out to you yesterday. It included some very clear guidance and support of schools when making decisions as to the partial re-opening of our school. We have made the decision along with our other local cluster schools to adopt the principles it set out as well as the timetable for staggering entry back into school. We have also taken the guidance from the DFE in planning how the staggered entry will take place using the prioritized year groups in order as stated by the DFE. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools
Therefore, I am writing to you now to set out the timetable for the re-admittance of your children back to school. As I replied to many of you, the decision to send your child back into school is for you to make not ourselves or the government. You will not be fined or your child penalised if they do not come back into school before September 2020. 

I also indicated in my previous letter about the risks associated with partial re-opening. There have been many different press releases stating that children are of lower risk or children have the same risk as adults of contracting Covid-19. Therefore, some of the staff may wear face masks, gloves and aprons, especially in Reception to protect themselves and the children. Of course, enhanced hygiene routines will be enforced and surfaces cleaned on a more regular basis. Limited use of resources will also remove some the cross-contamination. Therefore, when children do come into school we will either ask they bring their own pencils, etc or we will provide these specifically for each pupil for their use alone.
We have carried out an extensive risk assessment which will be published on our school website for you to read and be re-assured we are going to do everything we can to ensure the safety of your child and the staff within school. 

Staggered re-open and timetables. 

We will not be open for children, unless they are those of key workers, until 2 June 2020. From Tuesday 2 June we will re-admit Reception children only. This is to allow us to ensure the routines and rules for the children are sufficient as well as the regime of cleaning before allowing more children into school. Reception aged children are the top priority for the DFE. The children will be placed into one of five ‘bubbles’. The school will be closed every Friday for the day to allow for deeper cleaning and for the staff to provide online learning for those children who remain at home. We will assess how well the first week has gone and if this has been successful we will then re-admit children from Year 1 on Monday 8 June. These children will be in two ‘bubbles’ as fewer children from that year group wish to return to school. Each bubble will have no more than 10 children within it. Again we will close school each Friday. Monday 15 June will see the re-admittance of Year 6 children. There will be four ‘bubbles’ within Year 6. The children of the key workers will also remain within their own ‘bubble’ in school with the same staff. 
Practicalities 
Each bubble will have a name, a separate start and finish time to the school day as well as staggered break times and lunchtimes. Each ‘bubble’ will have one or two specific members of staff attached to them. Due to the numbers and the available staff, your child may not be with their normal class teacher and or teaching assistant. Each ‘bubble’ will only interact with the children within that ‘bubble’ throughout the school day. There will be limited movement around school and spaces that each ‘bubble’ can use. 

The children will be provided with specific resources that they will need on a daily basis, of which they will have sole use. This applies to those children in Reception and Year 1. The only items the children will need to bring into school are a packed lunch, if required, a named water bottle and their coat and PE bag, which will be taken home to be washed after usage. Any shared resources will be washed after every use and left for 24 hours before being used again. 

Lunches - If your child is in Reception and Year 1 your child will be provided with a free packed lunch from school. Please order these as usual through Parent Pay. Year 6’s will need to be pre-ordered through Parent Pay as well. Packed lunches from school will be delivered to the classrooms. Children will eat lunch either in their rooms or outside depending on the weather. 

Any reading books which have been at home over this period of time will be accepted back into school in a carrier bag. These will be wiped down and left until the following week. Reception and Year 1 children will be provided with a set of new books for the week to bring home. Please do make sure they are wiped, before usage, just in case. We will ask that the children do not bring any other bags into school during this time. The only items they will need are their PE bags and lunchboxes (no cool bags please). 
During the time that the children will be in school there will be no expectations regarding wearing school uniform. However, if you and your child would like to wear uniform it may help with routines, etc. If you and your child decide not to wear uniform then children should wear sensible clothing to school. 
When you bring your child to school please do not come to the playground or the area designated for entry until the allotted time. We ask that only one parent brings the child to school and you leave straight away. There will be markings on the playground of 2 metre distance for waiting. The children will be asked to wash or sanitise their hands before entering school and throughout the day. They will only be allowed to use a specific set of toilets, which will be wiped down after use. Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered. Assemblies will continue to be delivered on Zoom with children logging in via the class computer along with those still at home. Any communication you need to make with school please do initially by telephone or email and if in person to the office – allowing only one person in the foyer entrance at any time. Please wait outside by the wall until it is safe to enter. 
For those sunny days when we will be outside, please ensure your child has sun-cream applied before they arrive at school. As ever, we are not allowed to apply sun-cream for the children. They will also need a hat to keep themselves sun safe. 
In relation to any children who develop Covid-19 symptoms or any one of their family members we would ask that you inform us immediately and keep your child at home. If they have confirmed Covid-19 after testing or medical advice then we will ask you along with the whole of the ‘bubble’ to quarantine along with the staff for the allotted time. 
If your child becomes ill during their time at school, not Covid -19 symptoms related then we will continue to employ the same procedures as normal. We will call you to collect your child and use the normal expectations of up to 48 hours at home to overcome any sickness. 
I must also stress that the normal curriculum will not be provided to those in school. We will have to be mindful of the amount of time that the children have not been in school and provide them with opportunities to ‘re-establish routines, relationships and wellbeing’. It will not be a return to learning as the children or parents would expect if these were normal times. We also have to be mindful of the difference in children’s home learning experiences and what has been accomplished during this time away from school. 

Those remaining at home will continue to receive online learning as we have provided since the start of the school closure in March. Children in class will also access some of these activities during the day. However, they will also be doing different activities. It may be that at times we can have year groups doing the same work via Zoom but this may prove difficult and we will not promise that this will happen. 
Individual communication

I will be contacting each parent with their child’s ‘bubble’ name and the names of the staff leading their ‘bubble’. They will remain in that ‘bubble’ from the day they return to the end of the term. This is to prevent the spread of the virus and cross-contamination. The ‘bubbles’ have been organised to take account of everything we know about the children. This has been carefully considered along with our knowledge of those children who may find it difficult not being with their normal staff member. For Year 6 we have also identified transition groups linking with other children who are going to be attending the same secondary school. This will enable us to complete some of the transition work in groups for specific secondary schools. Please be respectful of our decisions on this matter as a lot of thought and planning has gone into the organisation of this partial re-opening. 

I must stress that when we do return to school only one parent brings their child to school. There will be specific drop off and collection times for each ‘bubble’. These times must be strictly adhered to. Whilst waiting for your child within the five minute session you must maintain the social distancing rules. There will be markings on the playground and car park for you to stand in. I would also ask that you do not let your child leave your side whilst on the way in or out of school to minimise any risk of cross contamination with other ‘bubbles’. These measures are all to ensure the safety of your child, yourselves and the staff. 
Due to the number of children that we have coming into school and how we have split the groupings we do not have an additional space to accommodate siblings. 

Of course, this may all change depending on the scientific advice and the ‘R’ rate just before the start of June as well as the 5 tests being met. So please note there should be caution within all of this information as what is suggested may not actually come to fruition. 

There may be some of you who were undecided about a return to school. I would ask that if you change your mind and would like your child to either come into school or remain at home that you contact me via email to either office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk or Paul.Smith@almondsburyprimary.co.uk as soon as possible as this may alter our planning once again.  You can also call the school office on 01454 612517 to speak to me directly. 
We hope that you and your families all stay safe and healthy and hope to see you all soon. 

Best wishes,
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Mr Paul D Smith




Head Teacher 


     
Email address:  office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk 
Website: www.almondsburyprimary.co.uk 

