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Head teacher:  Mr Paul Smith                                                                                                        

Sundays Hill, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4DS
Tel:  (01454) 612517 
email: office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk
22 May 2020

The Severnside cluster of schools (Almondsbury CE Primary School, Olveston CE Primary School, St Helen’s CE Primary School, St Peter’s CE and Methodist Primary School and Severn Beach Primary School) have agreed a well-planned and coordinated approach to the partial re-opening of all of our schools. We will all follow the same principles, guidelines and protocols. This includes any decisions regarding the admittance of year groups back into school on a staggered return. We are also mindful of adhering not only to the DFE guidance but also to the decisions and advice provided by South Gloucestershire Local Authority. We are of one voice and will act together to enable all of our schools to remain places of calm and safety for the children. We appreciate your current and continued support for the actions we have and are taking at this time. Thank you. 

Dear Parents and Carers 
From Tuesday 2 June the school will begin to open up for a larger number of children than we have until now. From that date we will be re-admitting Reception children only. The school will be closed every Friday for the day to allow for deeper cleaning and for the staff to provide online learning for those children who remain at home. We will re-admit children from Year 1 on Monday 8 June. Monday 15 June will see the re-admittance of Year 6 children.  These children in school are being placed in ‘bubble’ groups of no more than 10 and will remain within these ‘bubbles’ until we need to change the plans. The children of the key workers will also remain within their own ‘bubble’ in school with the same staff. These children will remain in school throughout the week if necessary. 
Due to the numbers that are coming into school within the priority year groups and those children of key workers, we are unable to accommodate any more children from other year groups. This includes siblings of the children who are within school. I am aware that on the Prime Minister’s announcement, he suggested that the aim is for all children of primary age to be back in school for at least some time during the summer term. I have to tell you now that this would not be practically possible unless we went to a rota based system with the priority year groups and everyone else. This would probably mean the children may receive just one week of schooling before the end of July. This is as a result of the social distancing guidance we have to put in place and the extensive risk assessment we have written to ensure safety of all children and adults within school. 
As you would expect, we have carried out an extensive risk assessment which has been published on our school website for you to read and be re-assured we are going to do everything we can to ensure the safety of the children and the staff within school. This will be adapted for when we re-open more fully in the future. You can find the information on the Latest News section of the website along with this letter. 

We will though promise to continue to post online learning for all year groups, whether they are in school or not. There will be the usual suggested timetable and activities for Mathematics, English, reading, spelling, topic work and creative suggestions. We will continue to catch up with the children via Zoom assemblies and class meetings. All of these meetings, from the 2 June, will take place on a Friday when school is closed to the children and teachers will be working on the online learning package. We will also be continuing to support you at home and teachers will continue to encourage you to send in the completed work and photos for them to see. Please do email them for any issues you may have. However, they will not be answering emails after 5pm each evening. 
We have been very impressed by the way in which we have seen the vast majority of children handle this period away from school. I would like to thank every parent for being patient and supporting their children with the home learning. You have been great! Please do continue as long as you can. If you are finding it difficult please try to encourage your children to read as much as possible, take part in the class meetings and Zoom assemblies. These will enable the children to keep in touch with everyone and their teachers. 

Of course, this may all change depending on the scientific advice and the ‘R’ rate just before the start of June as well as the 5 tests being met. So please note there should be caution within all of this information as what is suggested, for any partial or wholesale re-opening of school, may not actually come to fruition. 
Thank you for your continued support of the school during this time. It has been much appreciated by all the staff. We hope that you and your families all stay safe and healthy and look forward to see you all when it is possible. 

Best wishes,
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Mr Paul D Smith




Head Teacher 


     
Email address:  office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk 
Website: www.almondsburyprimary.co.uk 

