
Dear Messy friends,

We hope you are all keeping well and looking forward to half 
term, let's hope we have good weather so we can get out for 
walks or a play in the park.

This month we have been given a very special project to pass 
on to you by our friend Mandy Briggs, who is the Education 
Officer at The New Room – which is the oldest Methodist 
Church in the world – and is near the arcade which runs 
parallel to M&S in Broadmead.

John Wesley had living rooms above the chapel and these are 
now an amazing museum which explains about how Methodism
started and how Methodist values have evolved.  Their 
involvement and influence on slavery for example and the 
beginning of Methodist schools, of which our own St Peter's 
Pilning is one.

Mandy has put together a set of fun activities to help you 
explore the early days of Methodism.  Could you make yourself
a Georgian wig out of newspape?…?

We hope you have fun exploring these activities and if you 
managed to take any photos we would love to see the results.

With love from the Messy teams at Horfield and Pilning
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We’re pleased to share five ideas for projects which can take an 
hour or a whole day.  Each idea is based around the life of John 
Wesley, who built the New Room in 1739.

You can look around the historic building via 
https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/tour/index.html 

and round the museum which tells John’s story
https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/museum/explore-the-museum/

We’d love to see what your family creates, your parent or guardian 
can email us or share on Instagram, Facebook or Twitter.

Tag us @NewRoomBristol so we can see and share, and also via 
https://www.facebook.com/horfieldmethodistmessychurch or 
@PilningChurch 

2 of 7

https://www.facebook.com/horfieldmethodistmessychurch
https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/tour/index.html


Gospel’s Story is a book for children written by Gary Best. It tells 
the story of John Wesley’s horse Gospel and the adventures that 
they have travelling all over the country.

Animation student Abi Whittle used
the book to make a short animated
film of the book. You can watch
Gospel’s Story Animation by Abi
Whittle online at 
https://vimeo.com/500180671 

Why not have a go at drawing
some cartoons today?

You could start by drawing a cartoon of John Wesley and then try to
draw a cartoon of Gospel the Horse as well.

Where would they go? Who would they meet? What would they say 
to people? You could add backgrounds, weather, other people to 
your cartoons. Or maybe you could even draw a cartoon you!

https://www.wikihow.com/Draw-a-Cartoon-Horse

https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristopherHartbooks/videos
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John Wesley travelled a lot during his lifetime. He lived in the 18th 
century, 300 years ago, when people didn’t move around that 
much. Most people stayed in their own village or town. There were 
no trains or cars and people who were able to either walked, rode a
horse, or if they could afford it, rented a seat in a carriage drawn 
by horses if they needed to go on a long journey. It took two days 
to get from Bristol to London!

If you have access to Google Maps or a paper map of Britain, look 
up the route from your house to the New Room in Bristol (36, The 
Horsefair, Bristol, BS1 3JE) What places would you have to pass 
through to get there? What is the quickest route?

Here is a useful video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxTqLAJ6u58

Have a go at making your own map. It could be map of your 
bedroom, showing where everything is in the room. It could be 
another room. If you have a garden, you could draw a wild map 
with pictures of plants.

You could even make a map of your street with symbols to 
represent different things like houses, shops and trees. Use co-
ordinates (explained in the video above) if you want to, but you 
don’t have to.

Have a look at mapmaker Katherine Baxter’s amazing maps via 
https://www.katherinebaxter.com/maps 

From BBC Bitesize – 3D Map Making in Bath with Kirsten O Brien 
via https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8ngkqt
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There are lots of portraits at the New Room. A portrait is a drawing, a 
painting or a photograph of a person.

Here
are
two

paintings of John Wesley’s nephews – Charles and Samuel.  They were 
both really good at music. You can see in the picture that Charles is 
playing a harpsichord (a type of piano) while Samuel is playing a viola. 
You can read more about them here – The Musical Wesley Brothers  
http://charleswesleyhouse.org.uk/musical.html   These two portraits 
show Charles and Samuel doing what they love – playing music.

If you could draw a portrait of yourself, what would you include in the 
picture? Download a frame for your portrait here, or create your own:

https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
ornate_frame_outline.png 

https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
picture-frame-2.gif 

Download a free activity booklet 
https://www.npg.org.uk/learning/digital/family-activities-playful-
portraits/   from the National Portrait Gallery in London.
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Today’s activity does not require writing or 
drawing. We would like you to make a costume.

John Wesley wore special clothes to show that he 
was a priest and worked for the church. He wore 
a black gown called a cassock and white ‘tabs’ or 
‘bands’ around his neck.

When school groups visit the New Room, we have 
a costume that pupils can dress up in (see photo).
We also have a dressing up cupboard in the 

museum which features hats, dresses, waistcoats and skirts – to show 
everyone what people living at the same time as John Wesley would 
have worn.  Here are some examples of costumes

Your challenge is to 
make a costume of your 
own using items of 
clothing (or anything 
else you can find around
your home! eg a black 
bin bag with some arm 
holes and a neck cut into
it would make a good 
cassock!)

Get a grownup to join in 
if you need some help finding things to wear, and make sure you do not 
cut or change anything without checking it is OK and safe first.

This will make you laugh! Design your own Georgian wig – from the V&A 
Museum in London https://www.vam.ac.uk/designawig/ 
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John Wesley was famous for writing a diary, known as a journal. He wrote in 
his journal regularly for more than 50 years. He wrote about all the places that
he visited on his travels, the people that he met and his thoughts and feelings 
about his Christian faith. He experienced a lot of good things but also problems
and challenges along the way. He also wrote a lot of books and letters during 
his lifetime, some of which are still in print today.

Today’s challenge is to keep a diary about your day. Write down everything 
you do today or draw pictures of what you have done – watching TV, playing 
games, going for a walk or talking to your family. What have you enjoyed 
doing? What didn’t you enjoy doing? John Wesley tried to be honest about 
everything that he wrote down in his journal, so be honest about what you 
liked and what you didn’t like about your day.

Carrie Walker has written in her journals every day for 1000 days! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4n8hmfugjfM

For older children (KS3 up): Explore the story of the Diary of Anne Frank 
https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/ (Please note that this story covers 
challenging topics)

7 of 7

https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4n8hmfugjfM

