Y3/4 - Term 5 English Home-Learning Week 1
Myths and Legends - Introduction
· Investigate with your child “What are myths and legends?” 
What is a myth?
A myth is a traditional, ancient story that is fictional. Myths were often written to explain natural phenomena and quite often involved gods and fantasy creatures.
What is a legend?
A legend is a story which takes place within human history. Legends are widely believed to be rooted in the truth, but will have evolved over time and taken on fictional elements.

Also see PDF on “What are myths and legends?”

· Discuss, “Can you think of any myths or legends that you know?”
· This website has lots of child friendly myths and legends stories 
http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/

· Here are some myths and legends that are very well known
Myths: Pandora’s Box
            King Midas
            Hercules
            Icarus and Daedalus
Legends: King Arthur
               Robin Hood
               St George and the Dragon





Week 1 Text How to Catch a Mermaid
Week 1 is based on this lovely story about Eliza, her Dad and a mythical creature, a mermaid.
Activity 1 Read and respond to How to catch a Mermaid
A few tips for sharing the story
· Look at the cover together and discuss what you think the story will be about
· Either, read the story to your child, stopping at various places to discuss the characters, enjoy the illustrations, predict what might happen next or explain any new vocabulary
· Or, let your child read the story to you (but guide them to include the above activities) 
· Possible discussion points after you have read the story:
What did you enjoy about it and why?
Which character did you like best and why?
Why do you think Eliza kept the mirror?
Do you think she was right to keep it?
How do think Freya’s mother felt when she knew the mirror was lost?
Why do think Eliza changed so much after Freya returned to the sea?
Do you think Eliza can really see Freya in the sea?
Activity 2: Choose from these writing activities (we suggest you choose at least one of these activities, although some children may want to do more)
· Make a list of the possible objects a mermaid could keep with her on the land
· Imagine what Freya’s home is like under the waves – draw a picture of it and write a description 
· Look up the meanings of these words from the story and either write out the meanings or put the word into a new sentence
inseparable, seashore, comfortable, curious, wringing, beachcomber, grief, dwindled, reflection
· Write a description of the stormy sea at night – use all your senses
· Jane Ray uses quite a lot of similes in the story – write down all the ones you can find 
· Write from a different point of view eg, imagine you are Freya’s mother and you are looking for her in the sea or tell the story from Freya’s point of view, or Tom’s
· In the story when Eliza meets Freya she says, “it felt as though they had known each other all their lives.” Have you ever had a friend like that?  Write about them and your special friendship.
· Create your own mermaid or merman character – draw a picture of them and write a character description
· Write your own story about a mermaid or a merman

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 3 Grammar: (ownership Apostrophes for singular possession)
Possible resources:
· Cartoon and examples at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs
· Mr Thorne does Grammar - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qmy42V1ujo
· Simple power point on website 
· PDF Adult guide to apostrophes
· Worksheets for children – Missing apostrophe
                                          Aaliyah’s apostrophe homework






