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Executive Head teacher:  Mr Paul Smith                                                                                                        

Sundays Hill, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4DS
Tel:  (01454) 612517 
email: office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk
3 September 2024

RE: Exciting Changes to Our Guided Reading Structure
Dear Parents and carers

We are writing to inform you about some exciting changes we are making to our guided reading structure at Almondsbury Primary School. Our goal is to foster a love of reading and inspire all of our children to become confident and enthusiastic readers.
We believe that reading is a fundamental skill that opens up a world of possibilities for our children. To achieve this, we are placing a greater emphasis on reading for pleasure and making it a central part of our daily learning experience.
Starting in the Year 4 and Year 5/6 classes, we will be trialling a new approach where we will move to a two-week timetable for guided reading. We will be using guided reading sessions to develop essential reading skills, such as fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary while also encouraging the children to read for pleasure more regularly, exploring a wider range of genres and authors and spending time discussing their reading choices and sharing recommendations with their peers. 

Going forward, all children will be expected to have a reading book in school with them every day. This may be a book from home, the local library or the school library, but should be a book that they have chosen themselves and would like to read. We will visit the school library fortnightly and run weekly ‘Book Club’ sessions to help the children select suitable books and share suggestions with others. This will also allow us to provide targeted support and guidance to each child, ensuring that they are reading at their optimal level.
While we are reducing the frequency of guided reading preparation homework to fortnightly, we expect the same level of commitment from our children. Reading homework should be brought in on Tuesday mornings when given on the Friday to ensure that we can make the most of our guided reading time. On the weeks where no extract is sent home, children will be given reading journal tasks to complete instead to spark their curiosity and imagination and help them engage more deeply with their reading.
We believe that these changes will have a positive impact on our children's reading development and help them to become lifelong learners. We are excited to embark on this journey with you and your children. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Lansdown, Mrs Goode and Mrs Barrett 

Email address:  office@almondsburyprimary.co.uk 
Website: www.almondsburyprimary.co.uk 

